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Election of New Elders, Helping Hamper Campaign 2011, Advent Calendar, Communion Invitation, & Ceilidh Update 
 

Once again, the time to elect ñNewò Elders 
is upon us. The Term Service Model that 
was adopted by St. James Presbyterian 
Church in 2007, calls for an election of a 
slate of new Elders every 2 years each for 
a 6 year term. At each election a third of 
the ñactiveò Session is to step down to 
enjoy a sabbatical. At St. James Presbyte-
rian Church, the Kirk Sessionôs number of 
ñactiveñ Session Elders is 12. Accordingly 

this means that every two years four Eld-
ers step down, to be replaced by newly 
elected (and ordained if necessary) Eld-
ers.  
 

Our first two Term Service elections 
(which took place at a congregational 
meeting in December 2007 and Decem-
ber 2009) used a ñNominationò system 
that called on the congregation to vote for 
a prepared a slate of proposed ñElder-
elects.ò Since our last election there have 
been changes made to this system by the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada making it 
more complicated. The result is that the 
process by which our ñNewò Elders are 
elected have been changed.  
 

 

Edict 
At its November 2011 meeting the Ses-
sion of St. James Presbyterian Church 
passed a motion calling for the election of 
six(6) ñNewò Elders for the Term of 2012-
2018.  
 
 

It was also decided that, as a result of the 
early resignations of 2 Elders, the election 
would be for 6 ñnewò Elders rather than 
the usual 4. As a result, at its November 
meeting the Session passed a motion 
to hold an election for 6 ònewó Elders 
during the fall of 2011. (See the Edict 
above)  

It then moved to adopt the process as 
set out in section 132.2.2 of the Book 
of Forms, entitled the Ballot of Mem-
bers, that calls upon the Session to; pre-
pare a ballot that consists of the names 
of all professing members of the con-
gregation including elders whose term 
of service is complete and are eligible 
for re-election. 
 

It was also agreed that the period for the 
election of òNewó Elders would begin 
on Sunday, November 20th 2011 and 
would remain open until Sunday, De-
cember 11th, 2011. It also called for a 
congregational meeting to formally close 
the election be held on Sunday, Decem-
ber 11th, 2011 ð to be held immediately 
following the worship service, prior to 
the congregational Christmas luncheon. 
The ordination of the new Elders is 
scheduled for the Sunday of the An-
nual Meeting, Sunday, February 26th.  

Kirk Ceilidh Update 
 

This yearõs Kirk Ceilidh was once again a 

success with just over $4,800 dollars be-

ing raised towards the Kirk of St. James.  

There were tables of baked goods, deli, 

plants, crafts, jewellery, jams & jellies, 

odds and ends, as well as our ever popu-

lar Clam Chowder Luncheon being 

served downstairs.  Everyone worked to-

gether to create a successful event! Many 

thanks to this yearõs convener Heather 

Henry MacDonald and to the Presbyterian 

Women for undertaking this fundraiser.  

Your hard work and willingness is appre-

ciated by all! Thanks also to all others 

involved in this event.  We look forward 

to next year! 

GUIDELINES FOR ELECTING NEW 
ELDERS 

  
 

Only Members listed on the Membership 
List may vote. 
 
 

The person(s) being voted for MUST be 
a Member of St. James Presbyterian 
Church: 132.2.2 makes it clear who is 
eligible for election: ñall professing mem-
bers of the congregation including elders 
whose term of service is complete and are 
eligible for re-election.ò  
 
 

The person(s) being voted for do(es) not 
have to be aware that you are voting for 
them:  
 
 

The ballots must be placed in a signed, 
sealed envelope and delivered to the 
Church office before or on Sunday, De-
cember 11th at 12:00 noon.  
 
 

You are allowed to vote for up to six (6) 
people ï but you can only vote once!  
 

What happens then? Look for the bulle-
tin insert outlining the election of New 
Elder process for further information. 

u WELCOME DISPLAY AS YOU WALK INTO  THE KIRK 

CEILIDH ENTRANCE ON  FITZROY STREET  

ELECTION OF NEW ELDERS CALLED 
Current Session: 2010-2012 
Name:   Term 

* Daphne Dumont 2008-2012 
Christy Ashby  2008-2014 

* Mary Lynne Bruvels 2008-2014 
Simon Lloyd  2010-2016 

* Stuart Matheson: D Clerk  2008-2012 
Don MacKenzie  2008-2014 

* Alie Mills  2010-2016 
Jennifer Moss: Clerk 2008-2014 
Daphne Scott  2010-2016 

* Allan Stewart  2008-2014 
* Alan Watts  2008-2012 
Geraldine Ysselstien  2010-2016 

 

* Elders stepping down at the end of the Term 
 

On behalf of the congregation, we thank 
those Elders who are stepping down 
from active Session duty: these servants 
have served the Church well and de-
serve our gratitude. 



�-�H�M�R�S�D�Q�w�R���-�D�R�R�@�F�D����Your Kirk Needs You!  
 

It has been said many times; the Church is not a building �± it is a commu-

nity of people who gather to worship and know God together. The first 

Century Church �± the Acts 2 Church, the Church that every Church has in 

its DNA �± understood the importance of being a community: it gathered to 

worship God, to share of themselves, and to love and care for one another. 

It was a community where every person put their faith into action �± they 

showed their love for God by loving and serving others: they also put their 

faith into action by serving the Church using the gifts that God had given to 

them. As a result the Church grew. And, as it grew, it became necessary for 

the Church to elect people to serve and lead the community. Acts 6:3 details 

how the first Church chose their leaders; guided by the Holy Spirit they 

selected �³�I�U�R�P���D�P�R�Q�J���>�W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V�@���V�H�Y�H�Q���P�H�Q���R�I���J�R�R�G���V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�����I�X�O�O���R�I���W�K�H��
�6�S�L�U�L�W�� �D�Q�G�� �R�I�� �Z�L�V�G�R�P���� �Z�K�R�P�� �>�W�K�H�\�@�� �P�D�\�� �D�S�S�R�L�Q�W�� �W�R�� �>�W�K�H�@�� �W�D�V�N�´��of serving 

the community. Upon being selected the community gathered around them, 

the Apostles prayed and laid their hands on them, and they began to serve 

the community �± literally.  
 

�2�Q�F�H�� �D�J�D�L�Q�� �6�W���� �-�D�P�H�V�� �L�V�� �E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�R�F�H�V�V�� �R�I�� �H�O�H�F�W�L�Q�J�� �³�Q�H�Z�´�� �(�O�G�H�U�V�� �W�R��
�V�H�U�Y�H�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �.�L�U�N�� �6�H�V�V�L�R�Q���� �7�K�H�� �H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �L�V�� �I�R�U�� �V�L�[�� �³�Q�H�Z�´�� �(�O�G�H�U�V�� �W�R�� �I�L�O�O�� �W�K�H��
spaces made vacant at the end of the current term. Like the early Church, 

we are looking for people who are willing to use their gifts to serve God by 

leading this community: like them, we are looking for people in our midst 

who the Spirit has identified as being leaders because it is our community. 

And this is something that often goes unsaid: St. James Presbyterian Church 

is your Church �± it is your community �± but it needs you if it is to be the 

community God created it to be. The Church �± as shown in Acts 6 �± func-

tions only when all of its members participate in the life of the community. 

Over the next few weeks you will be asked to vote for six members of this 

community to be elected to the Session, please take the time to prayerfully 

consider whom God is identifying to lead your community and vote. And, if 

you yourself are elected, when asked to serve, please view this as your op-

portunity to put your faith into action by answering the call to serve as an 

Elder of this community �± of the Church.  
 

I encourage you to also prayerfully consider our second annual Helping 

Hampers Campaign: put your faith into action; love God by serving others 

this Christmas! Faithfully yours, Geoff. 

H e lp i ng  H amp ers  C amp a i gn  - 2011  
Last Advent we heard the call 
to make the Christmas season 
�G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W�� �E�\�� �P�D�N�L�Q�J�� �L�W�� �D�� �´�-�X�V�W�µ��
one; and you responded! Our 
inaugural Helping Hampers 
Campaign designed to reach 
out and help our neighbours in 
need by partnering with the 
Salvation Army, was a success: 
St. James managed to donate 
96 bags of food - �W�K�D�W�·�V���H�T�X�D�O���W�R��
$3840!  
 

This Advent, as we learn that 
through Christ we received a 
gift that we are called in turn to 
give to a waiting world - that 
we are to pay it forward by 
giving what we have received, 
we have once again partnered 
with the Salvation Army to 
hand out over 850 Christmas 
food hampers to families and 
individuals in need within our 
community.  
 

Again, the Help ing Ham-
pers Campaign offers you 
three ways to love God by serv-
ing others this Christmas.  

1. Take the Help ing Ham-
pers shopping list the 
next time you go shop-
ping, buy the food, and 
bring it to Church on Sun-
day, Dec 4th 

2. �<�R�X�� �P�D�\�� �´�S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H�µ�� �D��
Hamper by making a 
$40.00 donation to the 
Helping Hamper Cam-
paign using the envelope 
in the bag. Please Note: 
you will only be credited 
for donations made in cash 
or by cheque . 

3. You can volunteer to assist 
in the packing of the ham-
pers. Sign-up online on our 
website, in the bulletin, or 
on the coffee table during 
fellowship. 

HELPING HAMPERS SHOPPING LIST 
Please attempt to buy the items as requested to ensure 
that each hamper is equal.  

 

Amount  Food I tems:    Size: 
�‰   2   KD Macaroni & Cheese   225g 

�‰   1   Pasta & Sauce or Rice & Sauce  124g 

�‰   1   Dry Pasta �± elbow noodles or spaghetti 450g 

�‰   1   Pasta Sauce     680ml 

�‰   1   Mayonnaise    475g 

�‰   1 each   Tomato, Cream of Mushroom, Vegetable, 

 Chicken Noodle Soup   84ml 

�‰   1   Canned Brown Beans   398ml 

�‰   1   Canned Peas & Carrots   398ml 

�‰   1   Cranberry Sauce (canned)   394ml 

�‰   1   Canned Chicken/Tuna/Ham  156g 

�‰   1   Turkey Stuffing (Box)   120g 

�‰   1   Pancake Mix (just add water)  900g 

�‰   1   Pancake syrup    500ml 

�‰   1   Sugar (White/bag)   500g 

�‰   1   Jello      85g 
 

[Each Hamper will also include the following: 1 Turkey; 20lb 

Potatoes; 2lb Onions; 5lb Carrots; 2 Turnips; 6 Apples; 1 Dozen 

eggs; 1L Milk.]  

Communion Invitation! 
 
This Advent season we will be  
celebrating Communion on: 
 
The First Sunday of Advent:  
Sunday, November 28, 10:30 
 
Christmas Eve: 
Friday, Dec 24 - 
5:00 pm by Intinction 
7:00 pm by Distribution 
 

All are welcomed at the Table of God. 


